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BE A 


Like a rich vcfTcl beat by dorms to fliore, 
’Twere madnefs Ihould I venture out once more. 
Beat. n.f. [from the verb.] 


Dryden. 


i. Stroke. 

2» Manner of ftriking. 

Albeit tire bafe and treble firings of a viol be turned to aft 
unifon ; yec the former will Hill make a bigger or broader 
found than the latter, as making a broader beat upon the air. 

Grew's Cofmologia Sacra , b. ii. c. 2. 
With a carelefs beat. 

Struck out the mute creation at a heat. Dryd. Hind and P. 

3. Manner of being flruck ; as, the beat of the pulfc, or a drum. 
Be'aten. particip. adj. [from to beat.] 

What makes you, Sir, fo late abroad, 

Without a guide, and this no beaten road \Dryd. JV. of Bath. 
Be'ater. n.f. [from beat.] 

1. An indrument with wh ch any thing is comminuted or ming- 
led. 

Beat all your mortar with a beater three or four times over, 
before you ufc it ; for thereby you incorporate the fand and 
lime well together. Moxon’s Mechanical Excrcifcs. 

2. A perfon much given to blows. 

The bed fchoolmaflcr of our time, was the greateft beater. 

Afchani s Schoolmajler. 

Beati'fical. \adj. [ beatificus , low Lat. from beat us, happy.] 
Beati'fick. S That which has the power of making happy, 
or compleatins: fruition ; blifsful. It is ufed only of heavenly 
fruition after death. 

Admiring the riches of hcav’n’s pavement 
Than ought divine or holy elfe, enjoy’d 
In vifion beatifick. Milton' s Par. Loft , b. i. /. 684. 

It is alfo their felicity to have no faith ; for, enjoying the 
beatifical vifion in the fruition of the objedt of faith, they have 
received the full evacuation of it. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b. i. 

Wc may contemplate upon the greatnefs and drangenefs of 
the beatifick vifion ; how a created eye fhould be fo fortified, as 
to bear all thole glories, that flream from the fountain of un- 
created light. South. 

Beati'ficall Y. adv. [from beatifical.] In fuch a manner as to 
compleat happinefs. 

Beatifically to behold the face of God in the fulnefs of wif- 
dom, righteoufnefs and peace, is blefiednefs no way incident un- 
to the creatures beneath man. Hakewell on Providence. 

Be atifica'tion. n.f. [from beatifick.] A term in the Romifli 
church, didinguifhed from canonization. Beatification is an 
acknowledgment made by the pope, that the perfon beatified is 
in heaven, and therefore may be reverenced as blefled ; but is 
not a conccflion of the honours due to faints, which arc con- 
ferred by canonization. 

To BEATIFY, v. a. [ beatfico , Lat.] 

1 . To make happy ; to blcfs with the completion of celcltial en- 
joyment. 

I wifh Iliad the wings of an angel, to have afeended into pa- 
radife, and to have beheld the forms of thofe beatified fpirits, 
from which I might have copied my archangel. Dryden. 

The ufc of fpi ritual conference is unimaginable and un- 
fpcakable, efpecially if free and unredrnined, bearing an image 
of that convcrfation which is among angels and beatified faints. 

Hammond' s Fundamentals. 
Wc fhall know him to be the fulled good, the neared to us, 
and the mod certain ; and, confcquenthr, the mod beatifying 
of all others. Brown's Cofmologia Sacra, b. iii. c. 4. 

To fettle the chafer of any perfon by a publick acknow- 
ledsment that he is received in heaven, though he is not in- 
vent'd with the dignity of a faint. 

Over-againll this church Hands a large hofpital, erefled by a 
Ihoemaker', who has been beatified, though never fainted. 

Addifon on Italy . 

Be'ating. n.f. [from beat.] Corrcaion ; punifhmcnt by blows. 
Playwright, convict, of publick wrongs to men, 

Takes private beatings, and begins again. Ben. Johnfon. 
Bea'titude. n. f. [ beatitude , Lat.] . 

1 . Blefiednefs ; felicity ; happinefs : commonly ufed of the joys 

of heaven. , , ,, ... , 

The end of that government, and of all man s aims, is agreed 

to be beatitude, that is, his being completely well. Digby. 

This is the image and little reprefentation of heaven ; it is 
beatitude in picture. Taylor's Holy Living. 

He fet out the felicity of his heaven, by the delights of fenfe ; 
fiiehtlv pafling over the accomplilhment of the foul, and the 
beatitude of that part which earth and vifibilities too weakly 
affe«£l Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. 1. c. 2. 

2. A declaration of blcffcdnefs made by our Saviour to particular 


B E A 

You will become the delight of nine ladies in ten, and th- 
envy of ninety-nine beaux in a hundred. Swift' sDire&.to Footm 

Be'avf.r. n.f. [bievre, Fr.] 

1. A11 animal, otherwise named the cajlor , amphibious, and re- 
markable for his art in building his habitation ; of which many 
Wonderful accounts are delivered by travellers. His (kin i s 
Very valuable on account of the fur. 

The beaver being hunted, bitethoff his Hones, knowing that 
for them only his life is fought. Hakewell on Providence. 

They placed this invention upon the beaver, for the far- 
cify and wifdom of that animal ; indeed from its artifke^in 
building. Brown's Vulgar Errours , c. 4 . 

2. A hat of the bed kind ; fo called from being made of the fur 
of beaver. 

You fee a fmart rhetorician turning his hat, moulding it in- 
to different cocks, examining the lining and the button during 
his harangue : A deaf man would think he was cheapening a 
beaver, when he is talking of the fate of a nation. Addijon. ^Sp. 

The broker here his fpacious beaver wears. 

Upon his brow fit jealoufics and cares. Gay's Trivia. 

3. The part of a helmet that covers the face, [baviere, Fr.] 

His dreadful hideous head 

Clofe couched on the beaver, feem’d to throw, 

From flaming mouth, bright fparkles firy red. Fairy Queen. 
Big Mars feems bankrupt in their beggar’d hod, 


2. 


It is founded like bo, and has often the 


virtues. 

Beau. n.f. [beau, Fr. It is . . 

French plural beaux.] A man of drels ; a man whole great 

care is to deck his perfon. . , _ . 

What, will not beaux attempt to pleafe the fair l Dryden. 

The water nymphs arc too unkind 

'Fo Vill’roy ; are the land nymphs fo ? 

And fly they all, at once combin’d 
'Fo fhame a general, and a bean ? 


And faintly through a rudy beaver peeps. Shaiefp. H. V. 
He was (lain upon a courfc at tilt, the fplinters of the daft - 
going in at his beaver. Bacon's EJfays, N 36. 

Be'avered. adj. [from beaver.] Covered with a beaver; wear- 
ing a beaver. 

His beaver'd brow a birchen garland bears. 

Dropping wfith infant’s blood, and mother’s tears : 

All flefh is humbled. Pope's Dunciad. 

Beau'ish. adj. [from beau.] Befitting a beau ; foppifh. 
Beau'teous. adj. [from beauty.] Fair; elegant in form; 
pleafing to the fight ; beautiful. This word is chiefly poetical. 

I can, Pctrucio, help thee to a wife. 

With wealth enough, and young, and beauteous. 

Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

Alas ! not hoping to fubdue, 

I only to the flight afpir’d ; 

To keep the beauteous foe in view. 

Was all the glory I defir’d. Prior. 

Be au'teously. adv. [from beauteous.] In a beauteous man- 
ner ; in a manner pleafing to the fight ; beautifully. 

Look upon pleasures not upon that fide that is next the fun, 
or where they look beauteoufiy ; that is, as they come towards 
you to be enjoyed. Taylor's Holy Living. 

Beau'teousness. n.f. [ham beauteous.] The date or quality 
of being beauteous ; beauty. 

From lefs virtue, and lefs beautcoufnefs. 

The gentiles fram’d them gods and goddefics. Donne. 

Beau'tif UL. adj. [from beauty and full . ] Fair; having the 
qualities that conditute beauty. 

He dole away and took by drong hand all the beautiful wo- 
men in his time. Raleigh's Hijl. of theH'orld. 

The principal and mod important parts of painting, is to 
know what is mod beautiful in nature, and moil proper for 
that art ; that which is the mod beautiful, is the mod noble 
fubjedt : fo, in poetry, tragedy is more beautiful than comedy, 
becaufe the perfons are greater whom the poet indrudls, and 
confcquently the indrudlions of more benefit to mankind. 

Dryden’ s Dufrcfr.oy, Preface. 
Beautiful looks arc rul’d by fickle minds. 

And fummer feas are turn’d by fudden winds. ' Prior. 
Be au'tifu t.L y. adv. [from beautiful.] I11 a beautiful manner. 
No longer fhall the boddice aptly lac’d. 

From thy full bofom to thy (lender waifl. 

That air and harmony of fhape exprefs. 

Fine by degrees, and beautifully lefs. Prior. 

Beau'tjfulness. n.f. [from beautiful] The quality of being 
beautiful; beauty; excellence of form. 

To Beau'tif y. v.a. [from beauty.] To adorn; toembcllilh; 
to deck ; to grace ; to add beauty to. 

Never was forrow more fweetly fet forth, their faces feermng 
rather to beautify their forrow, than their forrow to cloud die 
beauty of their faces. Hayward on Edward \ 1 . 

Sufficeth not that we are brought to Rome, 

To beautify thy triumphs and return, 

Captive to thee and to thy Roman yoke. Shakefp. T. Androit. 
Thcfe were not created to beautify the earth alone, but tor 
the ufe of man and bead. Raleigh's Hijlory of the If ot 1 ■ 

How all confpire to grace 

Th’ extended earth, and beautify her face. Blackmore s y r f a j 
There is charity and judice ; and the one ferves to heighten 
and beautify the other. Atterbury. 

To Beau'tif y. v. n. To grow beautiful 

beauty. r . • 

It mud be - -- m God liimfelf. to fee nis 



to advance in 


Prior. 


a profpccl pleafing to God liimfelf, to 

creation forever beautifying in his eyes, and drawing nearer to 
him, by greater decrees of rcfemblancc. Addifon. Spectator. 
BEAUTY, n.f. [beaute, Fr.] j ^ 


* 


EEC 

j. That aflembhgc of graces, or proportion of parts, wiuen 

plt £«/y e confifts of a certain compofition of colour and figure, 

caufing delight in the beholder. 

Tour beauty was the caufe of that eftett. 

Your beauty, that did haunt me in my deep. — 

—If I thought that, I tell thee, homicide, 

Thcfe nails lhould rend that beauty from my cheeks. 

Shakejp. Richard ill. 

Beauty is bed in in a body that bath rather dignity of pre- 
fence dun beauty of afpecT The beautiful prove accomplish- 
ed, but not of great fpirit, and dudy for the mod part rathei 

behaviour than virtue. accn ' 

The bed part of beauty is that which a piclurc cannot cx- 
_ rc p s Bacon's Ornament. Ration. N° 64 . 

Of the beauty of the eye I fhall fay little, leaving that to 
poets and orators ; that it is a very pleafant and lovely object to 
behold, if we confidcr the figure, colours, fplendour of it, is the 
lead! can fay. . Ray on Creation. 

He view’d their twining branches with delight. 

And prais’d the beauty of the pleafing fight. Pope. 

2. A particular grace, feature, or ornament. 

The ancient pieces are beautiful, becaufe they rcfemble the 
beauties of nature; and nature will ever be beautiful, which re- 
fcmblcs thofe beauties of antiquity. Dryden' s Dufrefnoy. 

Wherever you place a patch, you dedroy a beauty. Addifon. 

3. Any diing more eminently excellent than the red of that with 
which it is united. 

This gave me an occafion of looking backward on fome 
beauties of my author in his former books. Dryd. Fab. Pref 
With incredible pains have I endeavoured to copy the feveral 
beauties of the ancient and modern hidorians. Arbuthnot. 

4. A beautiful perfon. 

Remember that Pelican conquerour, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the ead 

He (lightly view’d, and flightly overpafs’d. Paradife Lofl. 

What can thy ends, malicious beauty , be ? 

Can lie, who kill’d thy brother, live for thee ? Dryden. 
To Beau'ty. v.a. [from the noun.] To adorn; to beautify; 
to embellifh. 

The harlot’s check, beautied with plad’ring art. 

Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it. 

Than is my deed to your mod painted word. Shah. Hamlet. 
Beauty-spot. n.f. [from beauty and fpot.] A fpot placed to 
direct the eye to fomething elfe, or to heighten fome beauty ; a 
foil ; a patch. 

The filthinefs of fwine makes them the bcauty-fpot of the ani- 
mal creation. Grew's Cofmologia Sacra, b. iii. c. 2. §49. 

Becafi'co. n.f. [becafigo. Span.] A bird like a nightingale, 
feeding on figs and grapes ; a fig-pecker. Pineda. 

The robin-redbread, till of late, had red. 

And children facred held a martin’s ned ; 

Till bccaficos fold fo dcv’lidi dear. 

To one that was, or would have been, a peer. Pope. 

To Beca'lm. v. a. [from calm.] 

1 . To dill the elements. 

The moon lhonc clear on the becalmed flood. Dryden. 

2. To keep a fhip from motion. 

A man beca med at fea, out of fight of land, in a fair day, 
may look on the fun, or fea, or fhip, a whole hour, and per- 
ceive no motion. Locke. 

3. To quiet the mind. 

Soft whifp’ring airs, and the lark’s mattin fong. 

Then woo to mufing, and becalm the mind 

Perplex’d with irkfome thoughts. Philips. 

Banidi his forrows, and becalm his foul 
With cafy dreams. Addifon s Cato. 

4. To becalm and to calm difler in this, that to calm is to Hop mo- 
tion, and to becalm is to witli-hold from motion. 

Beca'me. The preterite of become ; which fee. 

Beca'use. conjun£l. [from by and caufe.] 

1. For this reafon that; on this account that ; for this caufe that. 

How great foever the fins of any perfon arc, Chrill died for 
him, becaufe he died for all ; and he died for thofe fins, becaufe 
he died for all fins ; only he mud reform. Hammond's Fundam. 

Men do not fo gencrallv agree in the fenfe of tliefe as of the 
other, becaufe the intereds, and luds, and paflions of men, 
arc more concerned in the one than the other. Tillotf Preface. 

2. It has, in fome fort, the force of a prepojition ; but, becaufe it 
is compounded of a noun, has of after it. 

Infancy demands aliment, fuch as lengthens fibres without 
breaking, becaufe of the date of accretion. Arbuth. on Aliments. 
1 o Becha'nce. v. «. [from be and chance.] To befal ; to hap- 
pen to : a word proper, but now in little ufe. 

My ions, God knows what has bechanced them. 

Shakejp. Henry VI. p. ii. 
All happinefs bechance to thee at Milan. 

n , Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of V rrona. 

Be chicks, n.f. [ci^, of HI., a cough.] Medicines proper 
for relieving coughs. 

1 o BECK. v. a. fbeacn. Sax. bee , Fr. licad.] To make afign 


with the head 


John. 


B E C 

Bell, book, and candle, fhall not drive me back. 

When gold and iilver beck me to come on. Shake). A. 

Oh, this falfe foul of Egypt, tins charm, 

Whole eye beck'd forth my wars, and ca.Ied them .ome. 

Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Beck. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A fign with the head ; a nod. • 

Hade thee, nvmph, and bring with thee 
Quips, and cranks, and wanton wiles. 

Nods, and becks, and wreathed fmilts. Milton. 

2 . A nod of command. . . /• 

Neither the ludv kind {hewed any roughnefi, nor the eaher 
any kllenefs ; but dill like a well obeyed madcr, whofe beckis 

enough for difeipline. , 4 ,u ^ #1U 

Then forthwith to him takes a chofen band 
Of fpirits, liked to liimfelf in guile, 

To be at hand, and at his beck appear. Milton s Par. Keg. 

The menial fair, that round her wait. 

At Helen’s beck prepare the room of Hate. Pope's Odyff. b. in. 
To Be'ckon. v. a. [from beck , or beacn, Sax. a fign.] 1 o make 
a fign to. 

With her two crooked hands fhc figns did make. 

And beckon'd him. Fairy Queen, b. ii. cant. iv.Jlanz. 13. 

It beckons you to go away with it. 

As if it fome impartment did defire 

To you alone. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

With this his didant friends he beckons near. 

Provokes their duty, and prevents their fear. Dryden. 

To Be'ckon. v. n. 'l’o make a fign. 

Alexander beckoned with die hand, and would have made his 
defence unto the people. Acts, xix. 33. 

When he had raifed my thoughts by thofe tranfporting airs, 
he beckoned to me, and, by the waving of his hand, directed 
me to approach. Addifon. Spectator, N° 139* 

Sudden you mount ! you beckon from the fkies, 

Clouds interpofe, waves roar, and winds arife. Pope. 

To Becli'p. v. a. [of be clyppan. Sax.] 'Fo embrace. Diet. 
To Become, v.a. pret. I became-, comp. pret. 1 have become. 
[from by and come . ] 

l. To enter into fome date or condition, by a change from fome 
other. 

The Lord God breathed into his nodrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living foul. Gen. ii. 7. 

And unto the Jews 1 became a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews. 1 Cor. ix. 20. 

A fmaller pear, grafted upon a dock that bearcth a greater 
pear, will become great. Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N° 45 3 . 


My voice thou oft had heard, and had not fear’d, 
But dill rejoic’d ; how is it now become 


So dreadful to thee ? Milton's Paradife Lofl , b. x. /. I 20. 

So the lead faults, if mix’d with faired dead. 

Of future ill become the fatal feed. Priori 

2. To become of. To be the fate of ; to be the end of ; to be the 
final condition of. It is obfervable, that this word is never, or 
very fcldom, ufed but with the interrogative what. 

IVhat is then lecome of fo huge a multitude, as would have 
overfpread a great part of the continent ? Raleigh's Ejfays. 
Perplex’d with thoughts, what would become 
Of me, and all mankind. Milton's Par. Loft, b. xii. /. 273. 
The fird hints of the circulation of the blood were taken 
from a common perfon’s wondering what became cf all the 
blood which ifliied out of the heart. Graunt's Bills of Mortality. 

IVhat will become of me then ? for when he is free, he will 
infallibly accufe me. Dryden' s Spanijh Friar. 

IVhat became of this thoughtful bufy creature, when removed 
from this world, has amazed the vulgar, and puzzled the wife. 

Rogers's Sei mons. 

3. In the f flowing pafiage, the phrafe, where is he become, is ufed 
for what is become of him. 

I cannot joy, until I berefolved 
IV here our right valiant father is become. Shakefp. Hen. VI. 
To Bbcq'me. v.a. [from be or by, and epemen. Sax. to pleafe. J 
1. Applied to perfons; to appear in a manner fuitable to fome- 
thing. 

If I become not a cart as well as another man, a pla<me on 
my bringing up. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. i. 

Why would I be a queen ? becaufe my face 
W ould wear the title with a better grace ; 

If I became it not, yet it would be 

Part of your duty, then, to flatter me. Dryd. Conq. of Gran. 
Applied to things; to be fuitable to the perfon; to befit > to 
be congruous to the appearance, or characler, or circumitances, 
in fuch a manner as to add grace ; to be graceful. 

She to her fire made humble reverence. 

And bowed low, that her right well became. 

And added grace unto her excellence. Fain <?„/• ■„ / ; 

b 1 would 1 had fomc flowers of the fprine that mLhc ’ ’ 

Become ydur time of day ; and your’s, aiwfyour’s 
1 hat wear upon your virgin branches vet 
Your maidenheads growing. Shakefp. Vinter's tale , 

„ . * el “ c * a d, good brothers ; 

kor, to fpeak truth, it very well becomes you. Sh. Henry IV 

Yonf 
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